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Pure religion is a most wonderful thing, distinct from everything 
else, unlike everything else, partly known only by the believer. The 
center of it is Christ: Christ as the Savior, Christ as our great en- 
sample the like of which shall never again be seen on earth. Pre- 
eminently He stands out from Scripture, as the Redeemer, but to 
Him the sacred writings point also as the pattern which everyone of 
His followers should copy. So grand is Christ as example that even 
unbelievers acknowledge that whoever desires to lead a happy life 
should imitate the Nazarene. How much more reason, then, has the 
believer, the Christian, to follow Him! Hence, follow Him in love, 
who loved the Church, and gave Himself for it; follow Him in fidel- 
ity, who was obedient unto death, even the death of the cross; follow 
Him in humility, who humbled Himself, and made Himself of no 
reputation; follow Him in suffering, who suffered and died, not for 
His own offenses, for He had none, but for those of all mankind. 
O look at His example! Examine it, trace it to its finest details, and 
convince yourself that this example is well worth to be imitated by 
everyone, and especially by him who is of the household of faith. 

Equally grand are Christ’s precepts, teachings, and instructions. 
Where is there such a doctrine as His? What unbelieving man will 
tell you to love your enemies, to bless them that curse you, to do good 
to them that hate you, and to pray for them which despitefully use 
you and persecute you? The natural heart will tell you very plainly, 
“Hate your enemies, revenge yourself wherever you can,” —just the 
contrary of what Christ teaches. What natural heart will teach 
humility? Do not all tell us to be proud and vainglorious? Humility 
was unknown among the Gentiles before the spread of the Gospel, 
and it is to-day yet a strictly Christian trait of character, taught by 
Jesus. Show forth, O world, a wiser word to guide man in his actions 
towards his fellow-man than the word of Jesus: “As ye would that 


98 SERMON ON THE GOSPEL 


men should do to you, do ye also to them likewise.” If this precept 
were observed by men, what a different world this would be! What 
wrongs would be righted, what grievances redressed, what troubles 
avoided! Put it up in our homes, and strife would end; put it up 
in the shop, the store, the factory, and gone would be the labor prob- 
lem — the social problem now agitating the minds of learned men. 
Let them inculcate Christ’s maxim, and the problem would be for- 
ever solved. Grand are our Savior’s teachings. We have some of 
these sublime, heavenly thoughts in the Gospel lesson for to-day. 

Our text begins: “Be ye therefore merciful, as your Father also 
is merciful.” Everywhere in Scripture God’s mercy is set forth. 
He makes His sun to shine upon the whole earth; His rain descends 
‘on the just and on the unjust; His creatures serve the righteous and 
the unrighteous, neither deserving it. Creation is full of manifes- 
tations of God’s mercy towards man. But, above all, His tender 
mercy and lovingkindness is seen in the redemption of sinners. Here 
is mercy revealed, profound and sublime, in that the God of heaven 
sends His only-begotten Son, the express image of Himself, into 
a world dead in trespasses and sins; has Him tread the winepress 
of God’s wrath alone, burdened and laden with the sins of the human 
race; has Him die a shameful death on the cross for man: — these 
are depths of mercy not to be sounded, over which poor sinners re- 
joice. God is merciful. Contemplate this sentence; study it in 
nature, study it in Scripture, study it in Jesus Christ, and under- 
stand what it means: “Be ye merciful, as your Father also is 
merciful.” 

You are to follow His example in showing mercy. He shows 
mercy to enemies, do thou likewise; He does good to those that hate 
Him, do thou likewise; He often blesses them with temporal gifts 
that curse Him, do thou likewise. “For if ye love them which love 
you, what thank have ye? for sinners,” the ungodly, “also love those 
that love them.” Such love is nothing but self-love. You love your 
neighbor because you want to be loved again. There is no grace or 
merey about that. “And if ye do good to them which do good to you, 
what thank have ye? for sinners,’ unbelievers, “also do even the 
same.” This is also a selfish way of doing good. To show kindness 
towards such only of whom we receive kindness is but superfine 
self-importance. “And if ye lend to them of whom ye hope to receive, 
what thank have ye? for sinners also lend to sinners, to receive as 
much again.” There is no charity, no love, in this if you lend to 
those of whom you expect to receive again, and that greatly multi- 
plied. This, surely, is not a merciful act if you do a man a favor, 
expecting a greater one in return. Mercy calls for something else. 
It is to do good without expecting any returns whatever, to show 
kindness unto such as may not reasonably expect kindness. Such 
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is God’s mercy towards sinners. This we are to practice. Hence, 
“love your enemies, and do good, and lend, hoping for nothing again; 
and your reward shall be great, and ye shall be the children of the 
Highest: for He is kind unto the unthankful and to the evil.” May 
we also be kind even unto the unthankful and to those that do us 
evil. “Be ye merciful, as your Father also is merciful.” 

Another precept is: “Judge not, and ye shall not be judged: 
condemn not, and ye shall not be condemned.” A great maxim! 
How prone, how quick is man to pass judgment on his neighbor! He 
sees him doing something, or only hears that he has committed some 
act, and in the same moment you have his judgment, condemning or 
defaming his neighbor. People are always ready for this, and some 
even make it a habit to go from house to house judging and con- 
demning their neighbor. This is against the Eighth Commandment, 
which reads: “Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neigh- 
bor,” and which means: “We should fear and love God, that we may 
not deceitfully belie, betray, slander, nor defame our neighbor; but 
defend him, speak well of him, and put the best construction on 
everything.” Friend will judge friend, and many even delight in 
this sinful judging. There are two persons who hate each other un- 
tiringly, who observe all actions to judge them—they ruin each 
other by such conduct. Whatasin! First, they should not hate each 
other; and, secondly, they should neither judge nor condemn each 
other, lest they also be judged and condemned. “For with what 
judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged again.” There you have the 
penalty resting on such judging. God will deal with you likewise. 
Go, condemn your fellow-man, and you place yourself in danger of 
eternal condemnation. There is one kind of judging that I must 
especially allude to, and that is regarding man’s faith. Some people 
are in the habit of judging a man’s heart. When they see a person 
commit a sin, they leap to the conclusion: “That man is no Christian, 
he is a hypocrite.”” How can a man know this without searching the 
heart? Does not the Bible teach that believers are still sinners? 
Perhaps it was weakness, perhaps Satan prevailed over him. O man, 
take heed, thou that standest, lest thou also fall, and do not judge 
or condemn a man when it is your duty to come to his rescue and 
to help the fallen. O “judge not, and ye shall not be judged, con- 
demn not, and ye shall not be condemned.” 

“Forgive, and ye shall be forgiven.” Religion treats of sin and 
the forgiveness of sin by faith in Christ Jesus. To know that your 
offenses are forgiven before God in Christ, to believe this with the 
strength of your heart, is the teaching of the Word of God. The 
ungodly perhaps know this, but do not believe it. Hence we cannot 
be surprised to find that they will not forgive grievances done them, 
but will seek to revenge themselves when the proper time for them 
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has come. But a Christian should forgive and must forgive his 
neighbor as much as it is in his power. Often our flesh would have 
revenge, and it tries to move us to retaliation; but, O Christian, 
quench this sinful emotion in your heart, forgive as God has forgiven 
you. The person that will not forgive breaks the bridge over which 
he himself must pass, for every man has need to be forgiven. 

“Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed 
down, and shaken together, and running over, shall men give into 
your bosom. For with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall 
be measured to you again.” Beautiful rule! As you give, so shall 
it be given to you. If you sow sparingly, you shall reap sparingly; 
but if you sow bountifully, you shall have a bountiful harvest. If 
your charity is sparse, the reward shall be likewise; but if you are 
truly charitable, your reward shall be greater. A “good measure, 
pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, shall men give 
into your bosom.” This expression is taken from the manner of 
measuring grain. Men would take a measure, and having filled it, 
they would press the grain down so that the measure could contain 
more; and they would shake it to have the grain settle, and thus fill 
the measure so full that it would run over. Thus it shall be given 
unto them that give. God deals fairly with us, for “with the same 
measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again.” 
Herein is God’s justice revealed; if you do not show mercy towards 
your neighbor, God will have no mercy on you; for he shall have 
judgment without mercy who hath showed no mercy. With the same 
measure that you have meted your fellow-man in judging, condemn- 
ing, or forgiving him, with the same measure God will mete unto you. 
The standard according to which you shall be judged will be the 
measure you have meted with. Unto those on His right hand Christ 
will say: “Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom pre- 
pared for you from the foundation of the world. For I was an 
hungred, and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: 
I was a stranger, and ye took me in: naked, and ye clothed me: 
I was sick, and ye visited me: I was in prison, and ye came unto me.” 
Surprised at this, the righteous will ask, “When saw we Thee thus 2” 
Then the King shall answer and say unto them: “Verily, I say unto 
you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of these my brethren, ye 
have done it unto me.” And unto those on His left hand He will 
say: “Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for 
the devil and his angels. For I was an hungred, and ye gave me no 
meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me no drink: I was a stranger, and 
ye took me not in: naked, and ye clothed me not: sick, and in prison, 
and ye visited me not.” And they, surprised, will ask, “Lord, when 
saw we Thee thus?” And Christ shall say: “Verily, I say unto you, 
Inasmuch as ye did it not to one of the least of these, ye did it not 
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to me.” See, that is the standard: “With the same measure that 
ye mete withal, it shall be measured to you again.” 
“And He spake a parable unto them, Can the blind lead the 


blind? shall they not both fall into the ditch?” ‘This is most cer- 


tainly true. And as the blind cannot lead the blind, so the ignorant 
and erring cannot guide the ignorant and erring. The result would 
be that both will perish. Can the Pharisees, who are blinded with 
pride, prejudice, and bigotry, lead the blind people into the right way ? 
Those who are led by the common opinion, course, and custom of the 
world are themselves blind, and are led by the blind, and will perish 
with the world that sits in darkness. Those who ignorantly and at 
a venture follow the multitude to do evil follow the blind in the 
broad way that leads to destruction. An awful lesson for many! 
Look to whom you are following, the world, the mass of evildoers — 
they are blind and know not whither they go. Follow them, and you 
shall plunge into the same pit with them. Are you following your 
flesh? It is corrupt and leads only to corruption. Are you following 
a wolf? He will lead you into the snare of ruin. These, one and 
all, are blind leaders. Hence, turn away from them, and look to the 
right leader, Jesus Christ. He points out the way. As the Light of 
the world He sheds His beautiful rays across your path. Follow 
them, for He has an all-seeing eye. Follow His Word in all things; 
it will prove to be a lamp unto your feet, and a light, a shining light, 
unto your path, over the craggy rocks of disappointment and the 
stormy griefs of life! Though darkness be shed about you, though 
the night of eternity descend and cover you, this light will shine 
amidst frowning worlds and shattered hopes and lacerated affections 
and bleeding hearts and painful deaths. And shining unto you, 
weary pilgrim, it shows you the way, not to ruin, but to restoration, 
to that day that knows no night. Despise it not, for Christ says, 
“Oan the blind lead the blind? Shall they not both fall into the ditch?’ 

Again, “the disciple is not above his master, but everyone that is 
perfect shall be as his master.” “It is enough for the disciple that 
he be as his master, and the servant as his lord. If they have called 
the master of the house Beelzebub, how much more shall they call 
them of his household?” Therefore, fear not, little flock, if you be 
persecuted, hated, and contemned! This is nothing unusual; for 
Christ, your Example, whom we follow, was likewise dealt with. They 
called Him “Beelzebub,” chief of the demons. Be not astonished if 
you are similarly designated by unbelievers. Would you be perfect, 
you must bear similar shame as He. 

Finally Christ says: “Why beholdest thou the mote that is in 
thy brother’s eye, but perceivest not the beam that is in thine own 
eye? Either how canst thou say to thy brother, Brother, let me pull 
out the mote that is in thine eye when thou thyself beholdest not the 
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beam that is in thine own eye? Thou hypocrite, cast out first the 
beam out of thine own eye, and then shalt thou see clearly to pull 
out the mote that is in thy brother’s eye.” A golden maxim! Many 
that have large beams in their own eyes see the mote, the splinter or 
piece of chaff, in their brother’s eye. They see the small faults of 
their neighbor, but their own great ones they do not see. They will 
put their brother to a scrutinizing test and his actions to a thorough 
examination, while their own they will heedlessly disregard, assuming 
that these do not need to be tried. Then will they set to work to get 
the mote out of the brother’s eye. Over-anxious solicitude: “Brother, 
let me pull out the mote that is in thine eye!” At the same time 
they perceive not the beam that is in their own eye. What are such 
people but hypocrites, as Christ calls them—men that pretend to 
be what they are not. Let them first cast the beam out of their own 
eye, and then endeavor to get the mote out of their brother’s eye. 
As long as the beam remains, they are unable to set their brother 
aright. Hypocrites, as these, will never achieve anything. The 
Christian, however, admonishes his fellow-Christian as Paul says: 
“Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, 
restore such an one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, 
lest thou also be tempted.” With this consideration believers ad- 
monish believers, well knowing that they themselves may also stumble 
and fall. O remember this lesson! 

Verily, this Gospel is filled with important lessons for all of us, 
and everyone of us will do well to take heed to every precept. Take 
them home with you and put them to practice everywhere, lest Jesus 
say also unto you: “Why call ye me Lord, Lord, and do not the 
things which I say®’—an awful question that shall be repeated 
when He comes to judge the world. Lo, the difference between him 
that does these things and him that does them not: ‘Whosoever 
cometh to me and heareth my sayings, and doeth them, I will show 
you to whom he is like. He is like a man which built an house, and 
digged deep, and laid the foundation on a rock: and when the flood 
arose, the stream beat vehemently upon that house, and could not 
shake it: for it was founded upon a rock. But he that heareth, and 
doeth not, is like a man that without a foundation built an house 
upon the earth; against which the stream did beat vehemently, and 
immediately it fell, and the ruin of that house was great.” Behold 
the difference between hearing and doing, and hearing and not doing; 
look to which you have been leaning, and pray constantly: 


To us the sacred Word apply 

With sovereign power and energy; 
And may we, in Thy faith and fear, 
Reduce to practice what we hear. 


Amen. 
F. W. Apams; contr. by O. K. 


SERMON ON MATT, 11, 28. 103 


Sermon on Matt. 11, 28. 


The Psalmist says of the Savior, “Grace is poured into Thy lips.” 
The grace that was poured into the lips of Christ consisted in the 
beauty and charm of His speech. No man ever spoke words of such 
ineffable sweetness as He. Even His enemies were charmed by His 
words. On one occasion, when He was preaching in the temple, the 
Pharisees and the chief priests sent officers to take Him. But His 
words produced such a profound impression on them that they re- 
turned emptyhanded. When the Pharisees and the chief priests 
angrily asked them, “Why have ye not brought Him?” the officers 
answered, “Never man spake like this man.” 

At the beginning of His public ministry He preached at Naza- 
reth, where He had been brought up. All bare Him witness, and 
wondered at the gracious words which proceeded out of His mouth. 
His words were gracious words, words of grace, of tender mercy. He 
was preeminently a preacher of grace. The Spirit of the Lord was 
upon Him, because He had sent Him to preach the Gospel to the 
poor. It is true, He also preached the Law, preached it in all its 
fullness and force. When occasion required it, He spoke words that 
startled His hearers. Such an occasion is recorded in the foregoing 
context. See verses 20—24. These are awful words, words of woe, 
of doom and destruction. 

But now He assumes a different tone, a tone of exquisite tender- 
ness. Now words of grace proceed out of His mouth: “Come unto 
me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” 
These precious words contain a gracious invitation. This shall be 
the subject of our sermon: 


A GRACIOUS INVITATION. 


1. 

Let us consider, in the first place, by whom this invitation is 
given. 

It is evident that no mere man could have said, “Come unto me, 
all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and / will give you rest.” For 
no mere man is able to give rest to the restless. The task is too great. 
It surpasses all human power and wisdom. 

There is no man nor creature here, 
No angel in the heavenly sphere, 
who is able to help and console all that labor and are heavy laden. 
Jesus only can impart 
Balm to heal the smitten heart, 
Peace that flows from sin forgiven, 
Joy that lifts the soul to heaven. 
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And why is He able to do this? Because He is more than a mere 
man. He is also true God. In the foregoing verses, 25—27a, He 
repeatedly addresses God as His Father. Jesus is not only true man, 
born of the Virgin Mary, but also true God, begotten of the Father 
from eternity. Being the only-begotten Son of the Lord of heaven 
and earth, He has power to give rest unto all that labor and are heavy 
laden. This power was also imparted to His human nature. All 
things were delivered unto Him of His Father. This includes the 
power to pardon all poor sinners, and thus to give them rest. 

The Father has given Him this power, because He is the Savior. 
His name is called Jesus. See v. 25a. Jesus means Savior. He came 
to save His people from their sins. How has He saved them from 
their sins? Not with gold or silver, but with His holy, precious blood 
and with His innocent suffering and death. The prophet says, “All 
we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own 
way; and the Lord hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all.” Thus 
He became our Sin-bearer. ‘Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh 
away the sin of the world.” In Gethsemane the burden of our sin 
and guilt pressed bloody sweat from every pore of His blessed body. 
On the Via Dolorosa He sank exhausted to the ground beneath the 
heavy load. On Calvary He canceled the vast debt with His holy, 
precious blood. Having obtained eternal redemption for all, He 
is now able to give this redemption and rest unto all that come 
unto Him. 

His power to pardon and pacify all poor sinners that come unto 
Him is beyond doubt. The same is true of His willingness. He is 
just as willing as He is able. His willingness is declared in our text, 
-“Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest.” Remember, it is Jesus who says this. Jesus means what 
He says, and does what He says. He is more anxious to give us rest 
than we are to receive it. If you could look into His heart, you would 
see a consuming fire of holy desire to woo us unworthy wanderers 
back to His blessed bosom that He may bless us with rest. 

He left His radiant throne on high, 

Left the bright realms of bliss, 

And came to earth to bleed and die! 

Was ever love like this? | 

You may rest assured that such a loving Redeemer is willing, 
is anxious, is eager to help and console you. Thousands upon thou- 
sands have taken Him at His word. They came to Him for rest; 
and not a single one was ever disappointed. They all confess and 
testify: 

I came to Jesus as I was, 
Weary, and worn, and sad; 


I found in Him a resting-place, 
And He has made me glad. 
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2. 


The invitation which the gracious Jesus gives is a gracious in- 
vitation, because the method of attaining rest is so simple and easy. 

The Savior says, “Come unto me, ... and I will give you rest.” 
He does not say, I will give you rest if you do many good works, if 
you keep the commandments. There would be nothing of grace in 
such a condition. If these were His words, He would have to say, 
I will sell you rest. If keeping the commandments were the condition 
of remission of sins and of rest, then no man would ever be saved. 
For there is no man upon earth that can keep the commandments as 
God would have us keep them. Not the labors of my hands can ful- 
fill Thy Law’s demands. Therefore, blessed be God that this invita- 
tion does not read, “If ye keep the commandments, ye will earn 
rest,” but, “Come unto me, and I will give you rest.” Rest is a gift. 
It is to be had gratis, freely, for nothing, simply by coming to Him. 

‚But what is the meaning of this word “come”? It evidently does 
not denote a mere outward coming to Christ; for Christ is no longer 
on earth in a visible and tangible manner. We can no longer see 
Him and touch Him. Neither would such mere outward coming to 
Him answer the purpose. Even His enemies drew near unto Him 
outwardly; but their heart was far from Him. The Lord means an 
inward coming, a coming to Him with the heart by believing in Him. 
For faith is not an idle thought of the mind, but an inner movement 
in man, an inclination or movement of the will, an outgoing of the 
heart to Jesus. Faith brings the whole inner man into union and 
communion with Christ. By faith Christ and His believers are as 
closely united as the vine and its branches. So coming to Christ is 
the same as believing in Him. The moment a person believes that 
Christ is his Savior he is come unto Christ; he is in Christ, and 
Christ is in him. So when He says in our text, “Come unto me,” His 
meaning is, “Believe in me, trust in me as your Savior, and I will 
give you rest.” 

Moreover, this coming is not the result of our own reason or 
strength. The Savior says, “No man can come to me, except the 
Father, which hath sent me, draw him.” Accordingly, we say with 
our children, “I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength 
believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him; but the Holy 
Ghost has called me by the Gospel.” Aye, by the Gospel. The Gospel- 
call, “Come to Jesus!” is not a mere empty sound. These inviting 
words are Spirit and life. The Holy Spirit accompanies these sweet 
and gracious words and draws the sinner’s heart to Christ by them. 

How gracious, therefore, is this invitation! We are not called 
upon to climb up to heaven; we are not commanded to perform any 
amount of good works; we are simply told to come, to come to Christ. 
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Simply trusting, that is all. And this trust is wrought in us poor 
helpless sinners by the power of the Spirit by means of the Gospel. 
He lifts us fallen creatures out of the dust and carries us to the 
blessed bosom of our Savior. Indeed, this is a gracious invitation! 


3. 

It is a gracious invitation also by reason of the utter unworthi- 
ness of those to whom it is extended. For whom does Christ call? 
He says, “Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden.” 
They are heavy laden. With what? In this life of labor and sorrow 
there are many and manifold burdens, such as sickness, poverty, pain, 
and other ills that flesh is heir to. But there is one burden which 
is heavier than all bodily evils put together. The name of this burden 
is—sin. Of this burden of all burdens King David speaks when he 
says, “Mine iniquities are gone over mine head: as an heavy burden 
they are too heavy for me.” This heavy load may consist of great 
and grievous sins, or of comparatively little sins. But a tender con- 
science sometimes magnifies even these comparatively small sins and 
makes them appear as mountains which oppress, weigh down, and 
threaten to crush the poor sinners. And so they “labor.” They try 
to throw off this great burden by their own strength. They toil and 
moil in the service of the Law for remission of sins and for rest. 
But they labor in vain. For by the works of the Law shall no flesh 
be justified. 

Luther, the monk, is a striking illustration in point. He had 
not committed what men would call great sins. Even his enemies 
have not been able to convict him of wrongdoing. Yet the Law of 
the thrice holy God and his own conscience condemned him. In his 
anguish he sighed and cried, Oh, my sins! my sins! How can I 
get rid of my sins! He did not dare go to Christ, because Christ was 
represented as a severe, angry Judge. In order to find rest for his 
soul he entered a cloister. If ever a monk led a pious life, it was 
Luther. One of his superiors declared that he was a model of holi- 
ness. He labored and toiled and tortured himself with fasts, vigils, 
prayers, and the like. But in vain. Despite all his efforts for 
righteousness, he regarded himself as the object of God’s displeasure 
and wrath. He found no peace in his own works. In subsequent 
years he said in one of his hymns: 

My good works could avail me naught, 
For they with sin were stainéd; 
Free-will against God’s judgment fought, 
And dead to good remainéd; 

Grief drove me to despair, and I 

Had nothing left me but to die, 

To hell I fast was sinking. 
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Dear friend, are you, like Luther, one of those that labor and 

are heavy laden? It is not said that you must feel your sins in the 
Same measure as he did. However, you must in some measure realize 
that you are a lost and condemned sinner, and that you can in no 
wise save yourself. If that is your case, if you have utterly despaired 
of saving yourself by your own works, then come to the Savior., 
He is calling just such persons as you are. For listen, “Come unto 
me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” 
That blessed little word “all” includes you. None are excluded. 
All, all are invited. No matter who they are and what they are, 
whether rich or poor, learned or illiterate, colored or white, young or 
old, great sinners or honorable sinners, —if they labor and are heavy 
laden, they are called by Christ. The publicans surely were great 
sinners; yet when they drew near to Him, He did not cast them out. 
That malefactor on the cross was a great sinner—a robber and a 
murderer; yet when he repented and turned to the Savior with the 
humble request, “Lord, remember me when Thou comest into Thy 
kingdom,” he was not refused. The Lord did not say, “Oh, no! you 
are too wicked, too bad!” Jesus said unto him, “Verily, I say unto 
thee, To-day shalt thou be with me in Paradise.” Behold that woman 
coming into the house of Simon the Pharisee where Christ is a guest. 
She has been a bad woman, a great sinner. Laden with the sense 
of her sins she sinks down at the feet of the Savior and washes them 
with tears of repentance. Simon the Pharisee is greatly offended. 
But Jesus says unto her, “Thy sins are forgiven. Thy faith hath 
saved thee; go in peace.” My dear friend, if Christ came to call not 
the righteous, but sinners to repentance; if He received the publicans 
and sinners; if He received that dying malefactor; if He received 
that fallen outcast of society, — He will receive you. His invitation 
is, “Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will 


give you rest.” 
Come, ye sinners, one and all, 


Come, ye all have invitation; 
Come, obey His gracious call, 
Come and take His free salvation! 
Firmly in these words believe: 
“Jesus sinners doth receive!” 


4, 

But for what purpose does He invite us? That He may punish 
us? We have indeed deserved punishment. But instead of punishing 
us He holds out a promise. He promises to bless us. With what? 
The name of the promised blessing begins with the letter “r.” Does 
that denote riches? I am sure if it did, the whole world would come, 
would run unto Him in an indescribable scramble. A few years ago 
the United States Government opened a strip of land in the Indian 
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Territory for free settlement. That promised land was bordered on 
one side by a stream. On the opening day the stream was lined by 
hundreds of home-seekers, some on horseback, others in vehicles. When 
the signal was given, all started with a rush. Some tumbled back 
into the stream. The rest raced onward. Suddenly they came to a 
‚narrow pass. Here a wagon broke down, blockading the way. Those 
that followed took the wagon, occupants and all, and threw it aside 
into the ditch. Then the mad race started again. For what? For 
a piece of land which they must leave when they die. Jesus promises 
a better and enduring treasure. He promises rest, sweet rest. The 
dying patriarch said that rest is good. This is true especially of 
spiritual rest, of rest for the soul. With this most desirable rest the 
Savior will bless all that come unto Him. See v. 29. This soul-rest 
is the result of remission of sin. Sin is the source of all restlessness. 
No man can find rest for his soul until he has found remission of sin. 
Remission of sin, however, can be found alone by coming to Jesus. 
There is forgiveness with Him. In Him we have redemption through 
His blood, even the forgiveness of sins. The moment you come unto 
Him, the moment you trust or believe in Him, all your sins are 
forgiven; the crushing burden of guilt is rolled from your heart; 
you have rest, relief, and refreshing from the presence of the Lord; 
your mourning is turned into gladness; your soul is lifted to heaven 
with joy; a new song is put in your mouth, even praise to our God; 
the whole world assumes a different aspect to you: the wilderness 
and the solitary place shall be glad for you; and the desert shall 
rejoice and blossom as the rose; the mountains and the hills shall 
break forth before you into singing, and all the trees of the field shall 
clap their hands. 

This holy rest, it is true, may at times be interrupted by fear. 
There are times in the life of some Christians when their soul is 
disquieted within them. This is because of the flesh. Our sinful 
flesh is a continual peace disturber. As long as we are in the flesh 
we shall at times lose the sense or feeling of pardon and peace.. Thus 
David, although he had been pardoned by God, exclaims in the 
38th Psalm: “I am feeble and sore broken: I have roared by reason 
of the disquietness of my heart.” But when your heart is troubled 
and afraid, you should remember that your pardon does in no way 
depend on your changeable feelings, but alone on the promise of 
Christ. He has promised and said, “I will give you rest.” “Be of 
good cheer; thy sins be forgiven thee.” Cling to that promise. That 
promise is true. Heaven and earth shall pass away, but His Word 
shall not pass away. Therefore, hold fast His promise and say, 


I cling to what my Savior taught, 
And trust it, whether felt or not. 
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- Ere long your Redeemer will bring your unrest to an end altogether. 
He will take us from this vale of tears to Himself in heaven. 


There shall I bathe my weary soul 

In seas of heavenly rest; 

# And not a wave of trouble roll 
Across my peaceful breast. 

And now, in conclusion, I want to ask you, my friend, What have. 
you done with this gracious invitation? Have you accepted it? If 
not, do accept it now. Now is the accepted time; now is the day of 
salvation. To-day if ye will hear His voice, harden not your hearts. 
Do not say, “I wish to enjoy myself first,” or, “I must make myself 
better before I can come.” If you tarry till you are better, you will 
never come at all. One morning a fire broke out in a dwelling. 
N A young man was seen at one of the upper windows. A fireman went 
4 up on a ladder and urged him to escape for his life. But the foolish 

young man went back to his bedroom to dress first. Suddenly the 
roof fell in with a terrible crash. The foolish young man perished, 
perished because he did not come at once just as he was. My friend, 
“ come to the Savior. Come to Him now. Come to Him just as you 
d are, with all your sin and guilt. 
Let not conscience make you linger, 
Nor of fitness fondly dream, 
All the fitness He requireth 
Is to feel your need of Him. 
Arise, then, and shake off your guilty fear. Arise, and go to your 
Savior. Even now He stands before you with melting heart and out- 
stretched arms of love. 


In His arms He’ll take and shield thee, 
Thou wilt find a solace there. 


Amen. CALS: 


+ + 


Outlines for Sermons on the Gospel Lessons. 


Third Sunday after Trinity. 
Luxe 15, 1—10. 

When a person has become a manifest sinner, he is soon made 
aware that he has no friends. The world does not consider it oppor- 
tune to associate with a person in disgrace. Relatives chafe because 
the honor of the family has been besmirched. Certain church-people 
consider it a mark of sanctity to rail at the disgraced. And the 
sinner’s own conscience is the most relentless accuser of all. On 
all sides the sinner hears, sees, feels that people are telling him what 
they think of him. Out upon you! their actions seem to say to him. 
— Has not the sinner deserved such treatment? He certainly has. 
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t is another question whether the parties mentioned are justified 
in treating him thus, but of the treatment itself the sinner can make 
no complaint. Sin is a reproach. And the more poignantly the 
sinner is made to feel this the better it is for him. Unwittingly his 
enemies may be doing him a good service, viz., that which the Phari- 
sees and scribes were doing to publicans and sinners; for when they 
expelled these manifestly wicked people, the latter drew near unto 
Jesus with penitent hearts. And Christ, who beheld their penitence, 
received them and defended them. If you are a sinner, in disgrace 
and without friend, let me tell you 


Wuar Curist THINKS or You. 

1. He values you. 

a. A sinner has no value in himself. He is as chaff which the 
wind driveth away, Ps. 1 

b. Christ has bestowed value on the sinner. He has bought him 
with a price, 1 Cor. 6, 20. A ransomed soul is precious in His Sieh, 
Ps. 49, 8; Is. 43,4. 

ce. The price which Christ paid for all has endeared every indi- 
vidual to Him. Though He have ninety-nine sheep in the fold that 
are valuable, still the hundredth sheep is also dear to Him. Yea, 
He likens Himself to a woman who possesses only ten pieces of silver 
and who, for that reason, places the greater value on the one she loses. 

d. The sinner makes himself worthless in the eyes of men and 
in his own eyes, when he yields to sin. He is astonished when told 
that the Son of God wants him whom nobody wants. But this is 
Gospel truth — depend on it. 

2. He seeks you. 

a. The lost sheep would not be lost, if it could find its way back 
to the fold. The shepherd’s going in search of it signifies the sinner’s 
inability to return to God by his own strength. He can restore him- 
self to God as little as a coin can place itself back into the purse 
from which it has dropped. He has no true perception of the sad- 
ness and seriousness’ of his call, is not really concerned about his 
relation to God and unwilling to come back. 

b. Christ by going after the sinner must show him his error 
and rouse him to repentance. Christ is resolute in His search for 
the sinner. He leaves others to go after the lost one, and He is 
persistent, like the woman who lights a candle, sweeps the house, 
and seeks diligently. He perseveres in His endeavor till He finds 
the lost.— Luther: “How this searching is done you know, namely 
through His Word which Christ has publicly proclaimed and sounded 
forth in all places.” By means of His Word He works repentance 
and faith. 

ec. Men are glad to be rid of a manifest sinner. They are re- 
solved that he shall stay where he belongs, they imagine, in the 
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haunts of sin. The sinner himself may become hardened in the 
belief that it is proper for him to remain what he has become. He 
may regard it as altogether improper that he should dare to come 
back. He is astonished to be told that Christ is going after him, 
calling like a shepherd through the wilds of sin for him. But this 
is Gospel truth — depend on it! 

3. He rejoices over you. 

a. The sinner expects reproach when he meets a righteous person. 

b. Christ has no word of censure when at last He secures His 
lost property. He forgives all sin and remembers it no more. Faith 
justifies. And over the believer Christ rejoices. “He layeth the 
sheep on his shoulder, rejoicing.” He fondles and cherishes the 
wayward who return, and makes them know and feel that He is 
truly their friend. He restores them to believers’ rights, and secures 
them against further harm. “She calleth her friends,” ete. Christ 
invites those in the fold to rejoice with Him over the sinner who 
has repented, and not to act the elder brother’s part at the prodigal’s 
return. “Likewise I say unto you, There is joy,” ete. Christ makes 
heaven itself ring with the praises of His grace for sinners. 

c. Such a welcome must stagger the sinner’s belief. But it is 
Gospel truth—depend on it. Christ has done all this for many 
before you, for all of us who are here with you. He has gone after 
you now. 


Sixth Sunday after Trinity. 
Marr. 5, 20—26. 

Every human being is compelled by his own conscience to 
acknowledge that he owes God service. The sense of obligation may 
not be as keenly alive in him at one time as at another, but it can 
be roused even from a deep torpor. And when thus roused, the first 
question a person asks is: “What must I do?” Luke 3, 10; 10, 25; 
Mark 10, 17; Acts 2, 37; 9, 6; 16, 30. This is the only correct 
question natural man can ask. He must look for salvation in him- 
self, if he follows his own reason in this matter. Doing right, that 
is the natural man’s road to heaven, another way he knows not. 
If this way is wrong and the roused sinner is not told of it, he is 
lost. Everything, then, depends on the answer a person receives 
when he asks: 


Wuo Witt SHow Mk THE RiGHTEOUSNESS BY wHIcH I May ENTER 
THE Kincpom or HEAVEN? 
1. Not the scribes and Pharisees. 
a. What sort of righteousness do they show men? V. 21. 
b. Why is not this righteousness valid? V. 20 (“exceed”). 
2. Not Moses. 
:a. What sort of righteousness does the divine Law teach? V. 22 ff. 
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b. Why is this righteousness not available for sinners ? 
8. But Christ. ; 

a. Which is the righteousness of Christ? 

b. How is it obtained? 


Seventh Sunday after Trinity. 
Mark 8, 1—9. 

The Gospels preach Christ for our salvation, and teach us to 
believe in Him. Thus they benefit our souls, and that is their chief 
aim. The believer, however, does whatever he does in the name of 
Christ, Col. 3, 17. His earthly life is in constant relation to the 
Lord, Rom. 14, 8. Faith sanctifies his every action, Rom. 14, 23; 
Hebr. 11, 6. Also such comparatively trivial matters as food, cloth- 
ing, shelter, our earthly sustenance, are regulated by faith, 1 Cor. 
10, 31. 

Fairy 1s Necessary ALso ror Our TEMPORAL SUPPORT. 

1. Faith trusts in the mercy of Christ to supply our wants, 
vv. 1—3. ‘ 

a. In a selfish world it would be impossible for the majority of 
people to obtain their livelihood, if God did not rule on earth. , 

b. No person has a right, nor has he the heart, to expect divine 
providence to intercede for him in his earthly affairs, unless he is 
reconciled to God. 

ce. Faith in the compassion of the Lord who has taken away our 
sin quickens trust in God’s provident care for our earthly wants. 

2. Faith teaches how to obtain the means of living, vv. 4—9. 

a. God supports the life which He bestows through certain means. 
It is man’s duty to employ his reason and exercise his judgment in 
his effort to obtain these means in an honest manner. 

b. He will soon become convinced that his efforts are insufficient, 
his judgment faulty, ete. 

c. The blessing of God must be bestowed on our labors or they 
cannot prosper. God makes a way even where there is no way, and 
blesses small means with great results. 

d. Faith in Christ the Redeemer teaches men to trust God also 
to this end. 

3. Faith teaches the proper use of the means of living, vv. 8. 9. 

a. Men should be content when they are filled. They should not 
covet abundance and become surfeited. Nor should they be wasteful 
when God has blessed them with greater increase than their wants 
require. 

b. Reason acknowledges the virtuousness of contentment and 
economy. Many resolve to practice them. Only believers in Christ, 
whose blood cleanses from all sin, really do practice them. 


